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Introducing the manuscript of Divan-i Ghara'ib al-Sighar by Alishir
Navai and analysis of its illumination motifs
(Focuses on the opening-pages and the colophon)
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Abstract

The greatness of greater Khorasan in the ninth and tenth centuries AH, and the
honorable scientific, literary, artistic, and political position of Herat, attracted many poets,
scholars, and artists there. Herat’s calligraphy centers were one of the places where
scholars with religious and cultural motives, students to learn calligraphy and educational
positions, and some for the purpose of livelihood, have transcripted. But the Royal Library
of Herat played a greater role in the production and publication of the Timurid
manuscripts. Ghara'ib al-Sighar (=Wonders of Childhood) is the first Turkish poem by
Alishir Navai, which has been written and decorated many times throughout history.

Accordingly, the purpose of this article is to introduce and explain the visual features
and technical-artistic analysis of the illumination motifs of Divan-i Ghara'ib al-Sighar
(Buckingham Palace manuscript). The research method used in this case is a stylistic
approach and a descriptive-analytical method, with the documentation in this regard. Thus,
after the introduction of the manuscript, the structural description of the visual elements
and then the analysis of its illumination motifs - with three criteria of color, pattern, and
composition - will be done. with regard to the answer to the question, what are the visual
features of this manuscript of Ghara'ib al-Sighar, and what are the features of its
illumination motifs? this study will depict the conclusion.

Finally, the results show that the illumination motifs of this manuscript in
inscriptions and panels of the first-double pages and the colophon, have several
predominant features such as a composition based on a variety of spiral circulations,
including Islimi (Arabesque) - inspired by Mongol arabesque - and Khatai (floral patterns),
the use of Khatai elements as a result of the naturalistic vision of the Timurids, and
dominance of two colors, gold and azure, as the two main colors.

Keywords: Greater Khorasan, Herat, Book decoration, [llumination, Amir Alishir Navai,
Divan-i Ghara'ib al-Sighar.
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